
M
ay is such a flirt, really. She beckons 
us with her sunny disposition only 
to coyly disappear behind a nimbus 
cloud at whim. When she is really 
riled up, I prefer to admire her tech-
nique via the weather channel from 
points south along the East coast. 
But, invariably, with the arsenal of 
graduation invites in route, escape 
via Reagan National is often delayed 
until after Memorial Day. 

Lucky for me, my ability to ferret 
out style with a twinkle and a twirl 
has only improved since downgrading 
my cable package from all access to 
internet only. With an extra 3 hours a 
week, why not put my newly sharp-
ened fashion investigator abilities to 
the test? Surely, I can disregard May’s 
antics and find full frontal summer in 
DC before June. 

As always, I confine my search to the 
Midcity section of the District. At 1318 
14th Street, NW, I snag a sheer ruffled 
white blouse, jovial printed trapeze 
cotton skirt and a translucent canary 
lucite earrings/broach set all for less 
than $30 at Buffalo Exchange. Then at 

2104 18th 
Street, NW, 
I come upon 
a juicy multi 
colored vin-
tage shopping 
bag at Meeps 
sprinkled 
from front 
to back with 
what look 
like enlarged 
Skittles can-
dies. Lastly, 
at 1428 U 

Street, NW, I scout an entire 
collection of oversized 
Tibetan beaded necklaces in 
various stages of escape from 
a series of wooden drawers. 
The scene perfectly imagined 
by the team at Good Wood 
(Dan, Anna, Aaron, Justin 
and Rachel) looks remark-
ably like an island girls’ 
personal treasure trove. 

How can the smallest  
Ward (1) in the city boast 
such an eclectic mix of inde-

pendent retail? Its magic, darling! 
—Fashion attorney Mariessa Terrell,  

aka Simone Butterfly,  
Fashion Investigator,  
does her sleuthing at  

www.simonebutterfly.com  
and @SimoneBtrfly.
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Autumn maneuvers are the 
best kind. When else can 
you jettison forward wear-

ing thigh-high Prada boots discreet-
ly hidden under Dolce & Gabbana 
crêpe de chine? Oh, there is power in 
the right apparel. Most of it is men-
tal. But all of it counts.

Ted Talks
If I were a “boy” I would anchor 

my autumn work/play uniform with 
a Flavius check wool Ted Baker 
blazer from the Mainline collection. 
For a staid London staple, this sport 
jacket combines superior tailoring 
with good old British mischief. You 
can �nd fashion and whimsy in the 
detailing. �e lining, for instance, 
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Seasonal carrots at BakeHouse. Photo: Kristopher Johnson

Talking with Ted at Passport Clothing. Photo: Kristopher Johnson

Color blocked at Treasury. Photo: Kristopher Johnson

alternates between polka dots and a 
super cool model-train screen-printed 
motif. �e price alone (about $549) 
may necessitate more than a few wears 
per week. So for work I would pair it 
with navy �at-front �annel trousers, a 
�tted periwinkle-collared shirt, and ox 
blood lace ups. For play I would toss it 
over a Chuck Brown t-shirt with dark 
waxed skinny denim and leather Con-
verse. When a jacket is required, it’s a 
no brainer. Ted Baker is more than able 
do the talking for you. (Passport Cloth-
ing,| 2003 11th St. NW)

Color Block Party
As the sky morphs from light blue 

to slate gray I feel obliged to light up 
the early morning landscape during my 
Red Line commute. Sometimes, if it’s 
raining, a triple “C” threat is necessary: 
color, con�dence, and co�ee. Luckily 
color blocking is still trending for fall 
2013. Unlike Michael Kors, who con-
trasts cobalt blue and white for fall/win-
ter, I prefer hot pink and emerald green. 
I can easily harness the con�dence of 
the youth-quaking 1960s by donning a 
long-sleeved “Kermit” green wool tunic 
and cotton candy beret from Treasury. 

�e beret, my newest wardrobe “star,” 
carries with her a trio of golden coins 
that shimmer and shake through the 
co�ee bar line and into a new work 
day. I couldn’t be more (Mary) Quaint! 
(Treasury Vintage Clothing, 1843 14th 
St. NW)

Eat Your Carrots
Experts advise that seasonal menus 

are the most nutritious. �erefore, in 
November it’s best to seek out carrots, 
sweet potatoes, and warming spices 
like cardamom, ginger, and cinnamon. 
Carrots are easy enough to �nd. But of 
course my preference involves grated 
carotene mixed with toasted coconut, 
cardamom, and cream cheese. Here’s to 
optimal nourishment as nature intend-
ed, with a side of cake to boot. Find 
other seasonal classic American baked 
goods with a British twist at Bake-
House, the newest bakery in MidCi-
tyDC. (BakeHouse, 1407 T St. NW)  

Mariessa Terrell, aka Simone Butter�y, 
Fashion Investigator, does her sleuthing at  
HYPERLINK “http://www.yoohoodar-
ling.com” www.yoohoodarling.com and @
SimoneBtr�y.  
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Blouse, skirt, earrings from 
Buffalo Exchange; Beaded 
necklaces and Set design 
courtesy of GoodWood

Canary earring and brooch 
set from Buffalo Exchange

Multicolored vintage 
shopping bag from Meeps
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